
Coming Up: 
Catholic Schools Week 

January 31 - February 6 
Open House Jan. 31st 12:15 - 2:00 PM 

 

Scout Sunday 
February 7th   9:00 AM Mass 

 

Anointing of the Sick Mass 
Thursday, February 11th   7:00 PM 

 

Refresh Your Marriage  
Friday, February 12th   7:00 PM 

 

Mardi Gras Party 
Saturday, February 13th  

 

Ash Wednesday 
February 17th 

7:00, 9:00 & 11:30 AM & 7:00 PM 
 

Lenten Soup Suppers 
Fridays during Lent   6:00 PM 
Feb. 19th through March 12th 

 

Chiavettaôs Chicken BBQ 
March 7th 

 

Parish Penance Service 
Tuesday, March 9th 7:00 PM 

 

St. Josephôs Table 
Friday, March 19th  6:00 PM 

 

Irish Night 
March 20th at Lucarelliôs Restaurant 

 

Holy Name Fish Fry 
March 26th 

 

Holy Week  
March 28th - April 4th 

For details see outside cover 

A VOCATION FROM OUR MIDST 
by Friar Peter C. Tremblay O.F.M. Conv. 

I was born and raised just down the road from 
St. Bernadette.  This has been my home for my 
entire life.  I was baptized and came to know and 
love our faith here.  My parish family has always 
meant quite a bit to me.  I donôt ever remember a 
time when my mother and father (Kathy and 
Robert) did not offer my brothers and me an 
incredible example of faith and how it is to be 
lived; and that example was always  supported in 
our parish.  I went to  school at St. Bernadette 
and St. Francis High School.  I attended 

Franciscan University of Steubenville, along with my twin brother Matthew and 
his then future wife Rachael.  We graduated in 2003.  Those who know me know 
that I could go on for a long time telling stories of the past, but I want to offer a 
few thoughts as to what has lead me to the path that I am on now. 

I was born with a heart problem that caused me to need five open-heart 
surgeries.  During those experiences (at 18 months, 14, 16, 17, and 21 years 
old), I was confronted by a few realities.  Fr. Merrick told me, when I was 14 and 
preparing for my second surgery, that I had the opportunity to suffer with Jesus 
Christ.  Just as our parish supported Fr. Merrick, it also was very supportive of 
me when I was going through all of my health problems.  I was impressed by the 
continual care and support of my faith community, and I was moved by the 
experience of grace in suffering. 

In the years that followed,  I had the opportunity to pray and consider what all of 
this meant in my life; and I came to one powerful conclusion:  if I could live in an 
intentional way a life that tried to serve and care for others the way that I was 
cared for; and if I could deliberately choose to offer my life to God out of 
gratitude for all of His gifts, then I would!  In doing so, I never imagined that I 
could find such peace and joy.  I find God asking me to imitate St. Francis as a 
Franciscan Friar.  St. Francis chose to live completely free to do Godôs will.  I 
want to do the same.  I am a few months 
away from being ordained a priest.  This is 
an incredibly humbling thought.  I wish I 
could share with you in a more powerful 
way than just these few words the joy, 
peace, excitement, and wonder that this 
life has brought me.  I am daily moved by 
Godôs love; and my greatest dream is to 
live in a way that says óòThank youò to God, 
my family, and my home parish community 
for all the blessings and graces that I have 
received throughout my life. 

 

St. Bernadette 

Newsletter 
Issue # 51   Winter 2010 

COMING NEXT ISSUE:   

St. Bernadette School Celebrating 50th Year 

Next Newsletter:  April 2010 
 

Submission Deadline: March 15, 2010 
 

Submit to the Rectory Office in person 
or via email to: 

RectoryOffice@StBernadetteOPNY.org 

 

 



St. Bernadette Faith in Action Newsletter Winter 2010 

- 2 - 

TEAMS OF OUR LADY &  
WORLD MARRIAGE DAY 

by Joe and Diane Manuel 
 
Being a part of Teams of Our Lady (TOOL) has changed our 
lives as a couple and as individuals.  We were hesitant in the 
beginning to get involved in yet another movement, but choosing 
to do so was such a wise decision.  Our only regret is that we 
were not involved when our children were young. 

Being on a Team is not a casual involvement.  There is a 
commitment to follow the method offered, but fulfilling that 
commitment brings great rewards to a couple and their family.  
TOOL, often called the ñBest Known Secret,ò is not a new 
movement.  It was chartered in 1947 in France and has spread 
across the world, coming to the United States in 1958 and 
continuing to grow throughout our country.  TOOL is an 
international movement of married couples whose purposes are 
1) growth in the spiritual lives of the couples and their families 
through prayer and study and 2) growth in communication 
between husbands and wives.  

At St. Bernadette, we are fortunate to have a parish that 
supports TOOL.  In November 2009 we hosted a Regional Day 
for the Lake Erie Region. No other events were scheduled for 
that day to allow us to use the parish facilities.  We are thankful 
for such support, generosity, and hospitality. 

Interested couples often hear about Teams through other 
couples that are already involved.  Couples who are interested 
or would like more information about TOOL at St. Bernadette 
can contact Mike and Emily Hoffman at 649-1783 or Joe and 
Diane Manuel at 649-7118. 

 

 

 

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY honors husbands and wives as head 
of the family: the basic unit of our society. This special day of 
recognition salutes the beauty of faithfulness, sacrifice, and joy 
in daily married life. 

The idea for a common celebration of marriage began in 1981 in 
Bator Rouge, Louisiana, where couples encouraged their mayor, 
governor, and bishop to proclaim St. Valentineôs Day as ñWe 
Believe in Marriage Day.ò  The next year, 43 governors officially 
proclaimed the day, and celebrations spread to US military 
bases in  foreign countries.  In 1983, the day became know as 
ñWorld Marriage Dayò and  was designated to be held each year 
on the second Sunday in February.  His Holiness Pope John 
Paul II imparted his Apostolic Blessing on World Marriage Day in 
1993. 

Teams of Our Lady and St. Bernadette Parish support World 
Marriage Day.  This year on Friday evening, February 12th, we 
will have an evening for married couples that will address marital 
issues and provide ways to refresh a marriage.  The program 
will be presented by Catholic Charities and the Diocesan Office 
of Family Life. The evening begins at 7:00 PM with coffee and 
desserts and will be limited to 50 couples.  (Call the parish office 
at 649-3090 to make a reservation.)  And on Sunday, February 
14th, there will be a special blessing and renewal of vows for 
married couples at the 11:00 AM Mass. 

 

 

 

NEW :  
 SPECIAL NEEDS 

ADVOCATE 
by Heidi Mack 

 
Do you have trouble hearing 
Fr. Paulôs or Father Richardôs  
homilies?  Is it hard for you to 
get to communion in your 
wheelchair?  Are you having 
trouble getting to Mass?  Do 
you wish you knew someone 
who had the same learning disability as your son or 
daughter?  Let me introduce myself because I can help!  My 
name is Heidi Mack; and I have been attending 
St. Bernadette with my husband Bruce and my son Matthew 
for the past 10 years.  Recently, Bishop Kimec 
commissioned me to be St. Bernadetteôs Parish Advocate 
for People with Special Needs.  One of my many 
responsibilities includes determining  what the parish can 
do to best assist and serve you.  We want you to be 
included and to participate as fully as you can!  Please feel 
free to telephone me at 646-0792, e-mail at 
heidimack@verizon.net, or slip a note in the collection 
basket addressed to me.  The only way I can help you is if 
you help me to know your needs!!! 

 

MSGR. RICHARD NUGENT MEMORIAL FUND 
St. Bernadette Parish 
5930 S. Abbott Road 

Orchard Park, NY 14127 

CONSTRUCTION 
IN PROGRESS 

 
One of the newest ways we 
will help those with special 
needs is with an elevator lift, 
soon to be installed in the 
foyer between our church and 
school.  The lift will allow easy 
access to special events in the 
s c h o o l  f o r  t h o s e  i n 
wheelchairs and those who 
have difficulty walking.  
Pictured here is parishioner 
Bruce Mack, whose company 

removed a section of the stairway in preparation for the 
installation.  Contributions to the Msgr. Nugent Memorial 
Fund are helping to pay for this project, and donations are 
still being accepted. 

 

 

 




