St. Bernadette

W&mmer 2010

Coming Up:

Novena for Life
Mondays at 7:00 PM
July 5th - August 30th

Big Meeting Nights
Aug. 4th, Sept. 8th, Oct. 6th - 7:00 PM

Service Day
August 17th 9:00 AM -1:00 PM

Bloodmobile
Sunday, August 22nd
8:30 AM - 2:00 PM

13th Anniversary of Perpetual
Eucharistic Adoration
and

Summerfest
Saturday, September 11th
beginning with 5:00 PM Mass

Dessert & Discussion
Fr. Ron - Our Sister Ministry in Africa
September Date TBA

Parish Bike Ride
September Date TBA

Catechetical Sunday
Sunday, September 19th

Blessing of Animals
Monday, October 4th - 6:00 PM

Oktoberfest
Saturday, October 16th

Next Newsletter:
October 2010
Submission Deadline: Sept. 15th, 2010

News articles of general interest to the parish
are gratefully welcomed.

Submit to the Rectory Office in person
or via email to:
Rectory Office@ StBernadetteOPNY.org

Articles are edited by the rectory staff.

THE DIACONATE &8 PART ONE:

SEEKING THE
TRANSITIONAL DIACONATE

OUR SUMMER SEMINARIAN,
STEVE JEKIELEK

Many of you have probably |
around the parish and wondered who this person is. Well, ol /

it very possibly may be me! My name is Steve Jekielek

and | am a seminarian studying for the priesthood for the

Diocese of Buffalo. | was raised in Lewiston. My parents

still live there, and | also own a house there. | have two

sisters, one brother-in-law, four nieces and two nephews who live in Niagara Falls. |
attended Lewiston-Porter Schools and then went on to study at the University at Buffalo
where | earned an undergraduate degree in Biological Sciences. | began a 19 year
career with a company on Grand Island that makes products for medical and biological
research. While working fulltime, | returned to school in the evenings and earned an MBA
from UB. | thoroughly enjoyed my career, and | was not seeking a way to leave it behind.
| was also very involved in my home parish of St. Peter in Lewiston. | was a Eucharistic
Minister, Lector, Pastoral Council member, catechist, and Adult Altar Server. My
experiences within the parish provided the final push | needed to enter the seminary.

So how did | end up as a seminarian? The thought of priesthood first came to me when |
was young; but then all the opportunities of the world opened up to me, and | forgot about
priesthood. The thought returned in college but | quickly put the idea aside thinking that
there was no way | could be a priest. Besides, | had every intention of being rich; so
priesthood did not fit into the picture! Well, as time went on, the idea would not go away.
In fact, it became very persistent. God does not give up easily! Surprisingly, | actually
began to like the idea. So | contacted the Vocations Office; and now, almost six years
later, | am happier than | have ever been. | am blest to have a family and friends who are
totally behind me in this. God works in
only good things will happen!

So why am | at St. Bernadette? Part of the education we receive is to be assigned to a
parish for the summer to minister full-time away from our normal classroom studies. The
pastor of the parish agrees to welcome a seminarian into the parish and the rectory,
providing guidance and practical experience that assist the seminarian in his
discernment. | was assigned by the Bishop and the Christ The King Seminary faculty to
St. Bernadette this year. This assignment is very special for me as my ministry among
you will not end in August. My service here will extend part-time over the next year. | am
scheduled to be ordained a transitional deacon on November 5, 2010. St. Bernadette
Parish will be my diaconal assignment as well. Therefore, after November 5 1 will return
here a couple of weekends a month to serve.

So what is my future? | am scheduled to be ordained a priest on June 4, 2011. | will then
be assigned by the Bishop to serve as a new priest at one of the many parishes of our
diocese. Until then, | look forward to serving among you for the next year!

COMING NEXT ISSUE:
School & Religious Education Unite with 2010-11 School Year Theme
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THE DIACONATE 6 PART TWO:

SEEKING THE PERMANENT DIACONATE
PARISHIONERS IN THE PROGRAM:

by STEVE SCHUMER

| have recently completed the first
Al nquiryo year of
Permanent Diaconate. This has been a
year of prayer, learning and
discernment. Together with 10 other
Aii nqgquirerso from al/|l
Buffalo, | attended Friday evening

classes from September through March.
These classes focused on church teachings and the ministry
of the Permanent Diaconate. The program also helps married
inquirers discern with our wives how life in the ministry would
impact our first and primary vocation: Christian marriage.
Happily, my wife is fully supportive and shares my
enthusiasm for this endeavor. | look forward to starting
classes at Christ the King Seminary in September as | begin
a year of AAspirancyo.
all those who are discerning a call to ministry in the Church.

by GREG MORAN

The five year long journey of the Permanent Diaconate
Program consists of one year of Inquiry, followed by a
second year of Aspirancy before being admitted to the final 3
years of Permanent Diaconate Formation. To date, | have
now completed my Aspirancy year and am anxiously praying
for my admission to formation in September.

Coupled with our diaconate training is our simultaneous
academic participation in either a Certificate Program or a
Master so Program in Theol ogy
chosen the latter.

Over the past three years, my work with the poor at St.
Lukebs Mission truly opened
joy of performing both corporal and spiritual works of mercy.
It made me realize how important, valuable, and
transformative this work is, not only to those who are being
served but even more so to
that nothing compares to the feelings of happiness, peace
and closeness to God that you experience when you are
doing His work.

If I am fortunate enough to be ordained a deacon, | would like
to serve where He chooses. Perhaps it will be in prison
ministry or by continuing my work with g ; 7
the marginalized of WNY to spread His [
Word. | truly feel that God has brought
my wife Cindy and | to this privilege of |
doing His work. We kindly ask our
friends and family for their prayers that
the Holy Spirit will continue to guide us |
both through the remainder of this period |
of learning and to serving His Kingdom.

THE DIACONATE 6 PART THREE:
SERVING AS PERMANENT DEACONS

by DEACON LARRY MARKOWSKI

| started out as a Christmas-and-Easter
Catholic; but watching the joy my wife
Eileen got from her faith and her work
as a Director of Religious Education
made me want more from my faith.
During a Charismatic prayer meeting at
our home in the '70's, the leader prayed
over me and told me, "You will speak to
thousands." When my pastor at that
time, Fr. Larry Cobel, asked me to
consider the diaconate, | felt drawn to

the ministry. Deferring the decision
whi | e my chil dren were young
formation until 1982. With no strong background, the

coursework was a challenge; but with the Holy Spirit's help, I
persevered. Handed a Bible at my ordination in 1986, | was
instructed by the bishop to "believe what you read, teach what

at St. Gabriel's in Elma, where | served for ten years before
being assigned to St. Bernadette's in 1994.

| currently assist at Mass and sometimes go to the cemetery for
burial after a funeral. | also minister at Fr. Baker Manor as a
volunteer chaplain, interviewing new residents and giving out
communion. Two or three times a month, | preside at
Communion services. Despite some original apprehension
about this ministry, | professes that | get a lot of inspiration from
the residents at Father Baker Manor.

by DEACON ED HOWARD

Looking back at the past, | bring these
insights to you.
important role the Deacon has within
the Christian Community, and my
experiences certainly confirm the

why | continue in this ministry. Msgr.
Nugent certainly inspired me and

2l helped me, as my mentor, to apply for
and to attain this vocation. Reflecting back, | can recall all the

help | received from the clergy, religious, and parish community
to grow in faith, knowledge, and the desire to become stronger

in ways | had never imagined. This parish has been a blessing

to me with the love you all give in different ways. | certainly wish

that | could contribute more to make the parish more vibrant than

it already is, but time restraints often interfere. There are also

many needs beyond our own parish community that call for care

from clergy and/or religious; they stretch us many times to our

limits. My own ministry includes acting as a Facilitator for the

Diocesan Pr ot ect i ng Gwodrans, helfing nminidteratn
nursing homes with Communion Services; conducting

Benediction at the Carmelite Monastery; and assisting with

repairs at the Franciscan Center in South Buffalo. Deacons are

also required to make continuing education and annual retreats

part of their ministry. | encourage those who would like to know

more about this ministry to contact the Permanent Deaconate

Office at Christ the King Seminary in East Aurora.

P| e a sYou believe, practice what you teach.” My first assignment was y ¢

Truly I know what an, g

reasons why | became a Deacon and, o g
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ATHE YEAR I N REVI

On occasion, periodicals and newspapers publish reviews which
take the reader on tours of the past year, decade, or even
century. These reviews
lens and into the landscape! Often, we need reminders of the
big picture in order t o get

happening behind the scenes. Statistics play a role in providing
informati on, but they are |l im
easy for any organization to collect and distribute but they do not
measure the heart and daily pulse of an environment.
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your childdés educati on:

ACADEMICS: A+

We have our own series of stats in the Faith Formation Office.
We can tell you that this past year over 700 children and teens
participated in the programs that we offer, either in the traditional
classroom setting, in home study, or within an alternative setting
such as Life Teen or The Edge. Included in this stat are those
who received sacramental preparation: 95 First Penance
participants, 115 First Eucharist participants, and 106
Confirmation candidates. In collaboration with Sr. Rosemary and
volunteer catechists, 44 children whose non-traditional needs
required special attention or catching up were catechized and
prepared for sacraments. And none of these results would have
been possible without our 70 volunteer catechists.

With our new electronic white boards; state-of-the-art
science lab and computer labs; and music, art, library
and Spanish classes for grades K through 8, our
children have opportunities to excel in all aspects of
their education.

SPORTS: A+

We offer girls and boys basketball; boys baseball and
girls softball; girls volleyball; and co-ed soccer, track
and hockey.

CLUBS & ACTIVITIES: A+

Eight major outreach efforts, involving our children and teens,
were carried out, locally and globally. In addition, one of our
catechists, Nicole Dayka, planned and carried out 12 community
service projects involving children and their families. The stats
are in!

b u SCPMWAY Serviceygiects, ¢

From year to year, volunteer parents and teachers
help to bring a variety of extra-curricular opportunities
to our school children such as Student Council;
Newspaper Club; Book Club; Spanish Club; and
Dance Club. And every grade participates in various

Yet , we are not in the stats the fApeopl e
Godo business! After all, t heManyihanksnie allnwha gervedf and supported pud schaolh u r
is fibelonging to the Lord. o | duringhttee p&st F0lyears. May wa da blessed witlh @rother | e
together .o Stats cand6t measurb0étoire momrpelct that is felt from
pennies coIIected__by our_chlldren for tlho?mo?étinformlatfbljﬁeos baby roo
the joy of Meals on Wheels recipients who received our .

childrenés St. Valentineds Day c afishwww.sths¢gheol.orgoreall 649-3362 me n t

i mbedded in the childrends | ett : “rat e

Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, DC; the
generous effort put forth in the beach/grounds clean-up service
at Cradle Beach; or the solidarity felt from working side by side
at St. Lukeds Mission while pac

Stats cannot communicate the face of a young mother wishing
to have her 3 young children

creative help to ensure that her daughter will be able to
complete the Confirmation program despite her health
challenges. Stats cannot measure the generous gifts of time
and talent shared by our volunteer catechists! Practically on a
daily basis, people walk through our door and enrich us with
heart-warming stories. Families share their difficulties and joys
with us. There is a sense of community here at St. Bernadette

Church, and the Holy Spirit mo s fiwi
behind our sails! : ‘

Wel |, ités time to go back to the drawin board to tweak an:
weed out our programs to better serve our families this fall! If EIGHTH GRXDE HARD AT WORK

you feel called to be a volunteer catechist or aide, please come  Seen here in class with math teacher Ms. Molly

in for a visit! This summer we are in the office Mondays through  Mc Cl enat han, students of this
Thursdays. their c¢class Ahoodi eso.
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AWARDS

The St. Bernadette School Alumni Association hosted a 50th
Grand Reunion on May 22nd. As part of the festivities,
which included a Mass and reception, two awards were
presented. The first person recognized was Mr. Patrick
McCormack (posthumously) with a Distinguished Alumni
Award. Pat was a member of our first graduating class in
1960, and each of his seven children also attended St.
Bernadette School. He was a prominent local attorney and a
talented musician and composer who was dedicated to our
pari shés muPBdtcd smiamwasrtd ywas a
Mary McCormack, pictured above with her family members,
Fr. Paul, and Karen Penfold, Parish Trustee.

The second honor of the evening was bestowed upon Sister
Diane Swanson, principal, for her 30 years of service and
dedication to the children and parents of the school. Sister
Diane arrived here in August of 1980 and was the 4th grade
teacher and assistant principal to Sister Priscilla Faltisko for
six years. In 1986, when Sister Priscilla was called to a
leadership position by her community, Sister Diane agreed to
serve as principal for one year; and she has just completed
her 24th year in that role!

To reconnect with the school, find out more about the alumni
group, or help plan upcoming alumni events, please visit
www.stbschool.org or email alumni@stbschool.org.

The Justice and Peace Committee sponsored their first
Dessert and Discussion Evening with Attorney Michael
Marszalkowski who spoke on Immigration. The next evening
will feature Fr. Ron Sajdak on Our Sister Ministry in Africa
and will be open to all.

WE MISS YOU! PLEASE COME HOME!
WEOLL

by Anthony Haj, Parish Council President

This is my first opportunity to contact our entire Parish Family
through the Parish Newsletter. Despite my being part of this
family for over 20 years, many of us have never met. For
various reasons, some of you have chosen to limit your time
with us to occasional visits; others are here only at Easter
and Christmas; and still others have been away for years.

We are all brothers and sisters in Christ, and together we are
part of the Body of Christ here on Earth. When part of this
body is missing, as a whole we suffer. We can compensate
for the missing parts, but i
we need you; please come home more often.

For those of us who worship together on a regular basis, we
all need to be watchful for those members of our family who
have fallen away from being with us regularly and invite them
back. Does your child have a friend or classmate who wants
to attend church, but mom and dad like to sleep in on
Sundays? Consider inviting the child to attend with you.

Your Parish Council has created a resource for those who
have questions, comments, concerns, or complaints. E-mail
us at AskParishCouncil@verizon.net, and we insure you that
you will receive an answer either from the council or another
apprppriated sobrge. h One oW iodr eresponsibilities is to
represent the views of the congregation and everyone, young
and old, is welcome to contact us.

We need your help with the following events: Parish Coffees,
call Ralph McNall @ 662-7712; Summerfest, call Nicole
Dayka @ 648-3924; and Parish Bike Ride, call Mary Alice
Tocke @ 941-5591. If you want information on any of these
events, or you would like to serve on the council, contact me
at 648-0584 or at SBCparishcouncil@verizon.net.

NEW SENIORS GROUP

by Sister Rosemary Riggie

At a recent Welcome Night, a woman was looking at our list
of ministries and groups and asked, "Is there anything for
Seniors?" That question prompted us to find out if there
was a need to have activities specifically for our senior
citizens.

Well, it seems there is a need and a desire for various types
of activities. We held a brainstorming meeting, and these
are some of the possibilities discussed: spring and fall day
trips; a book club; game days; "Lunch Bunch" at various
restaurants; movie days with current DVDs and discussion;
presentations/speakers of particular interest to Seniors;
walking or snowshoeing at Tifft Farm; going to the East
Aurora Playhouse (only $9 for Seniors); and more!

We've already hosted a speaker from Hospice Buffalo who
addressed the topic of health care proxies; and we will be
discussing the book, The Shack soon; but the next event
will be something just for fun! Watch the Sunday bulletins
for details, and if you have any ideas or suggestions, call Sr.
Rosemary at 649-3090, extension 107.
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