
St. Bernadette 
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Issue #58    Fall 2011 

COMING NEXT ISSUE:  THE ONGOING STEWARDSHIP OF 

OUR PARISH NEIGHBORS  

 

Coming Up: 
Stewardship Weekend 

October 29th & 30th 

Solemnity of All Saints 
 Tuesday, November 1st   (No Vigil Mass) 

Masses: 7:00 & 9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 
  

                All Souls  
Remembrance of Parish Deceased  

Wed., Nov. 2nd    7:00 PM Mass 

         Big Meeting Nights 
Wednesdays Nov. 2nd, Dec.7th, Jan. 4th   

Parish Neighbors 
Raffle Drawing 

Sunday, November 13th  12:30 PM 

Surviving the Holidays 
Tuesday, November 15th  7:00 PM 

School Open House 
Wednesday, November 16th   6:00 PM 

Thanksgiving  
November 24th   9:00 AM Mass Only 

Immaculate Conception 
Wednesday, Dec. 7th  Vigil Mass   7PM 

Thursday, Dec. 8th   Masses 7AM, 9AM, 7PM 

Advent Penance Service 
Wednesday, December 14th  7:00 PM 

Harmonia Concert 
Friday, December 16th   7:30 PM 

          Christmas 
           Christmas Eve Masses: 
        4:00 PM, 6:00 PM, Midnight  
           Christmas Day Masses: 
               9:00 AM, 11:00 AM 

New Principal Focuses the School on Service to Others 
 

On July 1st, Mr. Cory Pecorella began his ministry as principal of St. Bernadette 
School.  He worked closely with Sr. Diane throughout the summer to help ease the 
way into his new position and was ready and eager to greet the faculty, staff, and 
students in September. 

Mr. Pecorellaôs career in education began as a social studies teacher at St. Andrews 
Country Day School in Kenmore. He came to St. Bernadette from the Wyoming 
Central School where he again taught social studies and also computer classes. 
Cory earned his Bachelorôs and Masterôs degrees in elementary education at Buffalo 
State College, and he is currently taking the final two classes toward his Masterôs 
degree in Administration at the University of Buffalo.  Cory is a certified Emergency 
Medical Technician (EMT), and his 11 years of service in the US Air Force included 
a tour of duty as a Military Police Officer in Operation Desert Storm. With his wife 
Laura, Cory has two daughters: seven-year-old Brooke and five-year-old Paige. 

Here is a message from Mr. Cory Pecorella: 

Welcome back!  Whether you are a returning family or brand new to the 
St. Bernadette community, we are excited to have you with us.  The 2011-12 school 
year brings a lot of exciting energy and changes.  The theme for our year will focus 
on ñService to Others.ò 

As with any new leader, there is change; and I hope that everyone realizes that 
every change is made with the best of intentions for the children.  The changes will 
help foster creativity, independence, and strong academics.  I hope to build upon the 
commitment that Sister Diane brought to you over the years. 

In the short time that I have spent at St. Bernadette, I have learned how committed 
each family is to our school; and it is my intention that this will grow even stronger 
during the next several years.  I am happy to say that I have had the pleasure of 
meeting all of your 
children, and I am eager 
to expand upon each of 
those  re la t ionsh ips 
throughout this year.  I 
also look forward to 
continuing to strengthen 
the relationship between 
the parish and our school.   

During this time of 
c h a n g e ,  p l e a s e 
remember, ñGod has not 
called us to see through 
each other, but to see 
each other through.ò  
(Author unknown.) 

  

Next Newsletter: January 2012 
 

Submission Deadline: December 15, 2011 
 

News articles and photos of general interest 
to the parish are gratefully welcomed. 
Articles are edited by the rectory staff. 

 

Submit to the Rectory Office in person  
or via email to:   

RectoryOffice@StBernadetteOPNY.org 
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by Joey Caputo 

Recap ð We had a great summer. The Family Picnic was a 
blast and our chicken BBQ was a huge success. Monday 
game nights were loads of fun, and Wednesday prayer and 
praise nights were so effective that weôve squeezed them in 
once a month year round. The teens helped with VBS, here 
and at Nativity, and they had an amazing week  at Kingdom 
Bound.  Now that school has started, so have we... back to 
the norm, well... as normal as we can be! 

Mass & Meetings ð Life Teen Masses are on Sundays at 
6:00 PM at Nativity. Theyôre geared towards teens, but 
everyone is invited . Show up a bit early to get a close spot 
and join the warm-up singing with the band. Life Teen  
meetings follow the Sunday evening Mass, and run  
til 9:00 PM. Antioch Life Teen is a relationship driven ministry 
designed for high schoolers to learn about their faith and to 
experience it in action.  All in grades 9-12 are welcome. 

Edge Meetings are on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30 PM 
in the St. Bernadette gym. Edge is the counterpart to Life 
Teen and follows the same basic format but is geared for 
middle school students.  7th and 8th graders: Come join us! 

Antioch Hours -- Antioch Hours are held on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays after school from 2:00-5:00 PM in the Antioch 
Room (aka: our Youth Room), which is right next to the 
rectory at Nativity. Itôs a great time to hang out with us; and 
weôve got snacks, movies, video games, and all kinds of 
other stuff. 

MC/LN ð Our Man Classes and Ladiesô Nights still meet once 
a month. We learn a bit about an aspect of our faith and then 
usually have a group activity relating to the topic. At 7:00 PM 
the ladies meet in the Antioch Room; the men meet here in 
t h e  N u g e n t 
Room. At about 
9:00 we regroup 
and sometimes 
g o  g r a b 
something to 
eat. The next 
MC/LN meetings 
are scheduled 
for October 21st 
and December 
16th.  

P+P ð During Prayer and Praise nights we come together for 
praise and worship and to just pray together, as simple as 
that sounds. We start at 7:00 PM in the Antioch Room and go 
til about 9:00, with the possibility of going for food or just 
hanging out afterwards. October 26th and November 30th 
are the next P+P nights. 

Special Events ð Weôre always planning special events. Our 
Fall Retreat is coming up and is tentatively scheduled for the 
weekend of November 18th-20th. Keep an eye out for  emails 
and check our website (www.antiochlifeteen.org) often for 
news, updates and changes. 

 Remember, you can help us conserve paper 
AND get your Faith in Action Newsletter  
faster if you sign up for an e-mail edition. Send 
your request with name and email address to: 
      rectoryoffice@StBernadetteOPNY.org 

NEW SHRINE: EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 
by Michael Reilly 

 

I am 16 and in the 11
th
 grade at 

Orchard Park High School. I am 
on the Varsity soccer team and 
am involved in many extra-
curricular activities such as 
student government and 
Windom Buddy Club, which 
mentors younger students at 
Windom Elementary School. 

I joined Cub Scout Pack 48 
when I was six and have been a 
member of Boy Scout Troop 483 
since the end of fifth grade. My 
parents got me involved to have 
fun and learn new things. I am glad they did because I have 
had many wonderful and different experiences. Two big 
trips Boy Scouts offered were to Algonquin, Canada for a 
week long canoeing trip and to Cimarron, New Mexico for a 
two week long hiking trip. Those two trips were the best 
experiences of my life. Boy Scouts has definitely had a big 
impact on me, teaching me leadership and responsibility. 

When it was time for my Eagle project to earn the rank of 
Eagle Scout and show my leadership skills, I wanted to give 
back to my church. I have been a member of St. Bernadette 
Parish all of my life and received all of my Sacraments here, 

i n c l u d i n g 
Confirmation this 
past May. I called 
Father Paul Seil 
asking if there 
was something 
that I could do at 
the church for my 
project. He got 
back to me and 
said there was a 
Mary and Child 

statue in his office that should be in a more respectful place. 

My dad and I came up with a design for a shrine to house 
the statue. My intention was to build a place for parishioners 
for thoughtful prayer and reflection. After much preparation 
and planning, the idea became reality on August 25th;  and 
the shrine was dedicated and blessed by Father Paul on 
October 2nd. I would like to thank my family, friends, and 
scouts for their help. A special thank you to parishioner 
Bruce Mack for giving his time and talent to my project. Iôd 
like to especially thank Father Paul for the opportunity to 
give back to my church and earn the rank of Eagle Scout. 
 

NOTE: Visit the new shrine behind the rectory offices near 
 the C Door. 

 

Photo Courtesy of J. Cwynar 

 

 

Photo Courtesy of  M. Jarosz 

Photo Courtesy of Reilly Family 

http://www.antiochlifeteen.org
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             by Georgette D. Jebb 
 

ñBefore I formed you in the womb, I knew you, 
and before you were born I consecrated you.ò  (Jer 1:5) 

 
In an effort to grow awareness of the needs of its people, 
our St. Bernadette community continues to move forward 
with practical and spiritual actions!  For several months, a 
small vision team has been meeting to discuss ways in 
which we can better serve parishioners with special needs.  
In the following paragraphs, you will read the thoughts and 
sentiments of three parishioners whose personal  and 
ministerial experiences express deep commitment to and 
understanding of how precious every life is!   

From Heidi Mack ð ñOn September 10, 2011, I was re-
commissioned as our Parish Advocate for People with 
Special Needs.  My ministry has kept me busy, and I have 
come to realize how special people truly are and how I can 
help.  A survey was sent to assess the needs of our 
parishioners.  I received great responses, both verbal and 
written. I canôt tell you how exciting it is to feel that I am 
making a difference!  Fr. Paul and I have met to talk about 
some of the parish needs.  The wheel chair lift has been a 
great help to many, and very soon pew cuts will be made in 
our church to accommodate wheelchairs and walkers.  I 
have access to many resources, and I encourage anyone to 
inquire about how I can help.  I am grateful to all of our 
parishioners for their support in our goals.ò   

From Deanie Newberry ð ñAs a teacher and parent of four 
children with Autism, I have been able to see that ñone sizeò 
does not fit all.  Attending Mass as a family, an integral part 
of our lives, is nearly impossible due to the unique needs of 
my children.  Children with disabilities meet obstacles in 
places which are full of people, sounds, and sensory input.  
Such sensory overload challenges their sense of security.  
To provide a gentle escape from audio and visual overload,  
a sensory/calming room can be created, and such plans are 
underway in our parish.  Fr. Paul has given his approval to 
modify what has traditionally been called the crying room.  
The goal of the sensory/calming room will be to provide a 
safe and calm atmosphere where focus on the Mass will be 
heightened.  It will feature warm-colored walls, soft lighting, 
weighted blankets, floor mats, and baskets with sensory 
items.   This room will be designed to meet the needs of any 
child needing a break.  If you are interested in helping with 
or donating to the sensory/calming room, please contact me 
at 435-6249 or call John Greenan at 480-1565.ò   

From Geralyn Spiesz ð ñOur son Lucas is four years old, 
has Down Syndrome, and is just beginning his educational 
journey.  From the moment of his birth we were determined 
to find ways to maximize his health and learning so that 
solid education, meaningful friendships, and goal 
achievement would become his reality.  We raise our son 

Time, Talent & Treasure 

with the guiding premise that if he wishes to be seen as an 
equal, he cannot be treated as special (at least not any 
more special than any other child!).  It is crucial that mindset 
and expectations be mirrored in the community and the 
classroom.  Indeed, there is a new reality dawning for many 
children with ñspecial needsò.  It is not enough for our 
children to be ñincludedò or ñtoleratedò; they must be viewed 
as equals and given equal opportunity.  We look with 
respect to previous generations of children and parents who 
fought for deinstitutionalization, inclusion, and acceptance; 
to adults sentenced to institutions or to the prison of low 
expectations.  We are grateful for their sacrifices.  Now we 
must begin writing the next chapter.  It begins with our faith, 
in our churches and schools, and most of all, in the hearts of 
those who think they know differently.ò    

May we all continue to grow in awareness, and may God 
bless us as we choose to focus on capabilities rather than 
disabilities. 

MARY ANN INGELFINGER: 
GENEROSITY PERSONIFIED 

by Holly Inglefinger-Lopez 

Mary Ann Ingelfinger lives stewardship. Since joining our parish in 
1967, she has been a constant example of giving of her time and 
talents.  Mary Ann jumped into parish life as a volunteer for the 
high school CCD program. She was also a 4th grade catechist and 
taught Old Testament Scripture for Confirmation classes.  Her faith 
formation volunteerism also led her to coordinate adult programs 
for Advent and Lent and to chaperone teen retreats. 

Mary Annôs years of stewardship at St. Bernadette have included 
Sunday Bingo kitchen duty, service on the Parish Council, 
lectoring, Eucharistic Adoration, and membership on the Liturgy 
Committee. She has been a Eucharistic Minister for 28 years and 
for 20 of those has been a Home Minister of the Eucharist . 

Mary Annôs giving does not end at 
the St. Bernadette driveway.  She 
raised four children, worked a full-
time job, and earned an Associateôs 
degree in data processing. She 
completed the Catholic Biblical 
School Program and earned a 
Bachelorôs degree in Human 
Resources. After ñretiring,ò Mary 
Ann completed studies through the 
St. Jude Center to qualify as a 
chaplain in Pastoral Ministry and 
serves at  Buffalo General Hospital. 

While giving to her parish and 
patients, Mary Annôs greatest 
sharing is at home in the ministry of caring for her mom, who lives 
with her, and  in the time she spends with her grandchildren. 

John R.W. Stott, an English Pastor and Evangelist, said, ñWe can 
all be stimulated to greater generosity by the known generosity of 
others.ò I continue to be stimulated by the generosity of my mom, 
Mary Ann, an extraordinary example of stewardship. 

 

Photo Courtesy of Lifetouch Directories 
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New Translation of the Roman Missal 
by Steve Schumer 

The Eucharist is the source and summit of Christian 
worship.  As such, changes to the prayers of the Eucharist 
affect all aspects of the parish community.  Many 
St. Bernadette parishioners are now involved in preparing 
our community for the new prayers we will begin using for 
the First Sunday of Advent on November 26-27.   

The Third Edition of the Roman Missal was approved by 
Pope John Paul II in 2000.  The updated prayers of the 
Mass have been translated from Latin to English and are 
now ready to be implemented in English-speaking countries 
around the world.  These changes are a wonderful 
opportunity for us to reflect on our interconnections with our 
Catholic sisters and brothers everywhere.  Change can be 
difficult and requires that everyone in the community makes 
an effort to  implement it and embrace it.  We all share in 
the stewardship of our faith, so we all have a role to play. 

Some of the most visible signs of the changes will be 
evident in our music ministry.  The newly translated prayers 
have required changes to the sung parts of the Mass.  
St. Bernadette music ministers are rehearsing the new 
music and will teach it to parishioners  before Advent.  
Catechists are also learning the new translations so they 
will be prepared to instruct families in faith formation.  
Father Paul is studying the new texts and is re-learning 
prayers he previously memorized.   

As part of his formation for the Permanent Diaconate, Steve 
Schumer is working to coordinate the efforts of our parish 
ministries and to educate parishioners on the upcoming 
changes.  Even ushers and 
greeters will be called upon to 
help acquaint members of the 
congregation to the new 
prayers by offering worship 
aids for easier participation in 
the Mass.  All parishioners are 
invited to be good stewards of 
our faith and take an active role 
in learning about the new 
translations and welcoming 
them as an opportunity to 
deepen their full and active 
participation in the Eucharist. 

HELP WANTED: 
Parish Planning Survey Enclosed 

 

St. Bernadette Parish Pastoral Council is requesting that all 
parishioners  complete the  Parish Planning Survey that is 
enclosed in this newsletter and place it in a Sunday 

collection basket or return it to 
the Rectory Office.  The Council 
will summarize your answers and 
present them at a subsequent 
Parish meeting.  If you would like 
to participate in analyzing the 
results, contact Council Chair 
Ralph McNall at 662-7712 or at 
rmcnall@gmail.com . 

 

St. Bernadetteôs Fall Sports 
by Bridget Pacholec 

The St. Bernadette School athletics are in full swing.  
Practices started in mid-August for Soccer, Baseball, and 
Volleyball.  This season we utilized the entire sports 
complex  on the Parish property, so all of the teams were 
able to practice on their ñhome field.ò The Varsity and JV 
Baseball teams were both able to play on our new diamond, 
which is designed to accommodate baseball or softball, as 
well as different sized diamonds.  We had many parent 
volunteers come together to help prepare the diamond for a 
busy season.  The JV team was coached by Patrick 
Emmerling, and the Varsity Team was coached by Mark 
Mruk.  They worked hard to make sure the boys understood 
the principles of the game, practiced good sportsmanship, 
and had fun! 

Girlsô Volleyball this year is coached by Barb Tychinski.  
The team has had the opportunity to practice at school, both 
inside and outside.  They have gone to watch local high 
school girls compete and have had the pleasure of 
competing in a tournament sponsored by St. Maryôs High 
School. 

Our schoolôs Soccer program includes children in grades 
one through eight.  In September, we were lucky enough to 
host weekend games for the league we participate in; and 
we had many of the Southtowns Catholic Elementary 
Schools here at our complex.  It was a great time to show 
off our School and Parish.  We have four soccer teams 
coached by Colleen Rola, Erin Johnston, Rich Proy, and 
Brian Drake. 

Next up é our winter sport: Basketball! We will have four 
teams this year for boys and girls in grades four through 
eight.  We look forward to another successful season 
including, of course, hosting the annual Msgr. Nugent 
Memorial Tournament in January.   

If you find that you have the time, talent, or treasure to 
share with our athletic department please feel free to 
contact Bridget Pacholec (St. Bernadette Athletic Director) 
at pmom3@hotmail.com or 662-5858. 

Photo Courtesy of G. Jebb 

mailto:pmom3@hotmail.com
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Fourteenth Anniversary of Eucharistic 
Adoration and Summerfest Celebration 

 by Margaret Bueme and Ann Heraty 

The evening of Saturday, September 17, started out to be 
cool and cloudy, but the weather did not dampen the 
spirits of the many volunteers who had come together to 
prepare for the annual celebration of Perpetual Adoration 
and our Summerfest family picnic.  Mass began at 
5:00 PM in the parish pavilion, and  every seat was filled. 
A warming fire burned softly behind Father Paul as he 
thanked the many ministries for the gifts they share with 
our Parish Community.  He especially recognized the 
Guardians of the Blessed Sacrament who watch with 
Jesus, assuring that someone is in the Adoration Chapel 
twenty-four hours a day and seven days a week. More 
than forty of these faithful guardians attended the Mass, 
and a heartfelt testimony was offered by Gabriella 
Jaeger.  She spoke of the ñreverent serenityò that 
envelopes her during each hour that she spends with the 
Lord and how she always feels her burdens lifted. 

Catechetical Sunday was also commemorated at the 
liturgy, and Father Paul and Georgette Jebb recognized 
and blessed the many teachers and aides who share 
Godôs loving message with our young people.   

Music for the Mass was led by a small group of very 
talented singers who were accompanied by Lisa Oun on 
the electric piano.  And before the final blessing é the sun 
came out! 

Afterwards parishioners enjoyed hot dogs and 
hamburgers grilled to perfection, as always, by the men of 
the Holy Name. The Altar & Rosary Society provided 
delicious pizza; and assorted salads and a multitude of 
mouth-watering desserts were generously donated by our 
parishioners. Children played in the bounce houses, and 
youngsters of all ages were entertained by the clowns.  
Although the weather was cool, folks were warmed by the 
gifts of friendship and the many blessings of God é at 
St. Bernadette é where everybody matters! 

Menôs Softball Team 
 

The St. Bernadette Softball Team has been representing 
our parish in the South Towns Church Softball League for 
several years.  Pictured above is this yearôs team photo, 
taken at the conclusion of the 2011 season.  Check the 
Church bulletin next spring for information on signing up to 
join the team for the 2012 season. 

Photo Courtesy of N. Infante 

Stewardship Committee 
Takes New Direction 

 

This yearôs Stewardship Weekend is October 29 and 
30.  As the committee planned the 2012 campaign with 
Father Paul, it focused on 
reaching out to our parish 
members for their special 
gifts of Time and Talent.  On 
October 13, a letter from 
Father and a Stewardship 
pledge card were mailed to 
each registered family. The 
pledge card lists every 
St. Bernadette ministry and 
offers the opportunity to 
volunteer for any or them or 
to find out more about any of them.  And your talents 
that donôt ñfitò a current ministry are also most welcome!  

COMING SOON! 
A new parish handbook is in the 
works!  This booklet will contain 
handy data for everyone, be they 
just joining St. Bernadette or fifty-
year members. Contents will 
include information on ministries 
and organizations, how-toôs ranging 
from scheduling a meeting to 
registering a student in our school, 
and a map of where all of those  
meeting rooms are located! 
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SUMMERFEST FOOD AND FUN ð  A 5:00 PM Mass in the 
pavilion celebrated the Anniversary of Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration and was followed by the annual parish picnic on 
Saturday, September 17th. 

BACK TO BLESS US - On Sunday, July 17th, newly 
ordained Fr. Steve Jekielek celebrated with our community, 
offering the 11:00 AM Mass and then attending a reception 
where he bestowed his ñfirst blessingò on parishioners.

BRETT ULLMAN SPEAKS OUT  ð Pictured here with local 
faith formation leaders, Brett addressed concerns of faith. 
media, and culture with unique honesty as he spoke to 
youth and parents from five Southtowns parishes on 
Saturday, September 17th. 

TRIBUTE TO SR. DIANE SWANSON -  Crowded with 
grateful parishioners, school faculty, her family and many 
Sisters of Mercy, the 11:00 AM Mass on Sunday, August 
21st, celebrated Sr. Dianeôs retirement and gave thanks for 
the sistersô many years of educational ministry here. 

JUNK IN THE TRUNK  -  A beautiful sunny morning on 
Saturday, August 20th, brought smiles to both sellers and 
buyers at St. Bernadetteôs first-ever ñJunk in the Trunkò 
parking lot sale, where bargains abounded and many 
ñtreasuresò changed hands. 

WELCOME PRINCIPAL PECORELLA -  School families 
and other interested parishioners took the opportunity to 
ñmeet and greetò our new principal and his family following 
the 11:00 AM Mass on Sunday, July 31st. 


